Minutes of the General Business Meeting
American Bryological and Lichenological Society

Snowbird, Utah

Cliff Lodge, Level C, Superior A, 5 p.m., July 28, 2009

Ted Esslinger, President, presiding.

1. Minutes of the 2008 General Business Meeting, Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific Grove, California, were approved as distributed and posted on the web site.

2. Future Meetings.  Ted announced that the Executive Committee had decided that ABLS will meet again with BSA next year (2010) in Providence, Rhode Island, from July 31 to August 4. The ABLS annual meeting for 2011 will be at Roan Mountain State Park, Tennessee. Various summer dates were discussed, and the EXCOM will attempt to select dates that do not conflict with other major botanical meetings that summer.

3. Annual Reports

a. Membership/Secretary Treasurer (Bob Egan reported and distributed handouts). Membership is down slightly from last year as are institutional subscriptions to The Bryologist.  However, income from BioOne/JSTOR more than compensates for the slight declines. The financial health of the society is very good and no changes are recommended for 2010. Bob will be handing off the duties of Secretary-Treasurer to Jim Bennett in mid August.
b. Business Manager (Jim Bennett could not be present, but his report had been made at the EXCOM meeting on Monday). These duties will be transferred to John Atwood at the Missouri Botanical Garden by the end of the summer In addition, John will assume Jim’s role as webmaster. Some reduction in inventory will continue as the demand and need to extra printed copies of The Bryologist and Evansia declines with the availability of online resources. 
c. Editor of the Bryologist (Bill Buck reported). Issue 112(4) is in final proof stage, the index is being prepared, and the transition of the editorship to Bernard Goffinet at the University of Connecticut is nearly complete.

d. Editor of Evansia (Larry St.Clair reported). The last 2 numbers for this year are full and will be longer with the addition of some more lengthy checklists. The new editor, already beginning to work with manuscripts, is Michele Piercey-Normore at the University of Manitoba. Michelle will be making some changes to the journal including a new color cover. With the help of Jim Bennett, we have a contract with Allen Press to begin printing and distributing Evansia with the next volume. Actualy costs should remain close to the same. Brigham Young University is continuing to digitize all the earlier issues of Evansia, and it is hoped that the entire archive will be available on the web by the end of the year.
e. Exchange Reports. Directors of the lichen, moss and hepatic exchanges have submitted brief reports to Ted and they will be made available on the society web site.
4. Society Awards. Ted and Bill announced the Sullivant and Tuckerman Awards for the best papers in The Bryologist during 2008.

Sullivant Award: Eric Harris for his paper, “Ethnobryology: traditional uses and folk classification of bryophytes” which was published in 111(2): 169-217.

Tuckerman Award: Anja Amtoft, Francois Lutzoni and Jolanta Miadlikowska for their paper, “Dermatocarpon (Verrucariaceae) in the Ozark Highlands, North America” which appeared in 111(1): 1-40.
5. New Officers. Based on the recent election and “term limits”, beginning after this meeting, the following individuals are our new officers.

Editor (The Bryologist): Bernard Goffinet

Editor  (Evansia): Michele Piercy-Normore
President: Karen  Renzaglia

President Elect/Program Director: Roger Rosentreter

Secretary-Treasurer: Jim Bennett

Business Manager/Webmaster: John Atwood

Chair, Financial Advisory Committee: Brent Mishler

At-Large EXCOM Members: Katie Glew, Judy Harpel, Jim Hinds

Other Business and Announcements.
This year’s Sharp Award is presented to Jillian Bainard for her presentation, “Using flow cytometry to estimate genome size in bryophytes: a closer look at methodology.”

Honorable mention went to Kirsten Coe for her presentation, “What’s the frequency, Syntrichia? Quantifying desert moss response to changes in precipitation regime.”

Other announcements and discussions.

“So be Free” will be held in southern New Mexcio, spring 2010. Details can be obtained from Brent Mishler or Kelley Allred.
Another brief discussion concerned ideas from BSA about various “joint” activities in the future from publishing to financial/membership management. More to come. Members also discussed possibilities for the 2012 meeting in conjunction with BSA, although nothing has been decided yet.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Egan

Secretary-Treasurer, ABLS

